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from the PASTOR’S PEN
My dear friends at Eldridge,
Time flies by. Yes, it always does, but that has not been the case with me
recently. Mostly overwhelmed in the beginning of this new journey, I
was anxious about transition — so much of transition in every way of my
life and ministry. After 8 years at parsonages plus 5 years at seminary
dorm rooms, I finally moved into a new apartment. With no time to
recover from jet lag (it usually takes two weeks to recover from 14
hours’ jet lag between South Korea and Iowa), learning of two different
congregations (the first time in my ministry), and moving beyond COVID,
trying to figure out ways of getting things back to life and ministry as
much and best as possible, it has been quite a journey to me!
As day in and day out, I am getting more excited about this new season
and getting to know about you. I find God’s presence as I listen to you,
and sometimes a surprising gift of God that comes through you as you
share your story with me. God is faithful and God is good! So are you as
His sons and daughters!
What a mystery of God that He put you and me together in this specific
time, not in the year of 2018 or 2025, not anywhere else, but in this
specific place. I have never heard of Eldridge and I have never known
you before. As everything has its own season under His Lordship, I am
looking forward to what God has planned for this specific season of our
journey together, and looking forward to working with you in full
anticipation and expectation.
Love in Christ,
Pastor JaeHee Lee

. . . anniversaries

. . . in the church office

Pre-Covid office hours have resumed. The office is again officially
‘open’ Tuesday thru Friday mornings from 8:30am-12:30pm.

. . . at the food pantry

JELLY, Canned PEAS, Canned CARROTS

. . .lawn mowing volunteer

8/1

Don & Marianne Doonan
Clint & Kate Biekert

8/3

Brian & Wendy Popelka

8/8

Larry & Betty Frazee
Tim & Linda Reickard — 50!!!

8/9

Quentin & Kathy Coffman

8/10 John & Paula Bryant
8/14 Richard & Glendena Heiman
8/21 Rick & Traci Hardeman
8/30 Ken & Debbie Fordham

. . . and birthdays
8/5

Janalee Keppy

8/6

Bea Abbas
Sara Sack
Emmalyn Willey

8/8

Marianne Doonan

8/9

Dave Prochaska

8/10

Boise Schoonover

8/11

Jan Herrington

8/17

Aaron Cary

8/18

Andrea Petersen

8/19

Sally Riewerts

8/22

Kandi Olson
Frank Rowley

8/24

Karen Apple
Larry Herrington

8/30

Troy Petersen

8/31

Cynthia Crain
Vernon Sorensen

Jan Veldhuis-Kroeze & helpers

. . . altar flowers
st

1
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Doonan (anniversary)
Frazee (anniversary
Carol Kay (mom’s birthday)
? ? ? open ? ? ?
? ? ? open ? ? ?

THANK YOU

so much to Matt Hodge for
once again organizing the water station here at
EUMC for this year’s Moonlight Chase and to
everyone who stepped in to help out. Lots of
music, laughter, neighbors and friends made
for a great evening of service and fellowship!
Thanks, everyone!

August

Happenings
Aug1 / 9am
Communion
Aug1-7
Andres’ on vacation
Aug 3 / 10am
Worship Comm. mtg
Aug 3 / 6:30 pm
SPPR Comm. mtg
Aug 7 / 9:30-11:30am
Peach pick-up

42nd Annual Mission Ingathering
It is time again to collect items
for the Annual Mission Ingathering kits. Information sheets
concerning the school, health,
and layette kits are available
on the Missions table in the
Gathering Area. Remember, they will only accept items as described. Whole kits and/or
items for kits will be collected until October 15th.

Aug 8 / 2-4pm
Open House for
Reickard’s 50th
Aug 11 / 10am
Pastor & CJ to Grand
Haven worship
Aug 12 / 6:30pm
Admin Council mtg
Aug 13&14 / 8-5 & 8-noon
RUMMAGE SALE!
(see article on Pg. 5)

Aug 14 / 7am
Men’s Bkfst-Argo
Aug 16-22
Pastor in Colorado
Aug 25 / 3pm
U.M.W. meeting

(UMW Shepherdess, Ruth
McGinnis, joins the meeting,
& there will be tea & small
desserts for our guest.)

ADMINISTRATVE COUNCIL -- July 8, 2021
Members Present: Pastor Jae Hee Lee, Brian Popelka, Mike Shaw, Deb Menke, Gary Abbas, Don
Doonan, Becky Esbaum, Keith Riewerts, Joyce Orcutt.
Devotions: Brian asked us to share recent God Sightings.
Minutes – approved as corrected.
Committee Updates:
SPPRC – Deb reported that we have purchased a lap top computer for Pastor Lee’s use. When
the committee meets it will address plans for Wonderful Wednesday plans for Fall.
Summer Club – Joyce explained that it will begin Tuesday, July 13 and will run for four consecutive Tuesdays from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at Fireside Church in Park View. Joyce will be teaching about The
Fruits of the Spirit. Donations for nutritious snacks and additional helpers are needed. The North
Scott Food Pantry has donated bagels for breakfasts and other snacks for us to in send home with children after each session.
When we are evaluating this summer’s program we are asked to explore the possibility
of having a similar program at our church since we have a close neighborhood of apartment children
whom we might be able to serve.
UMW – is taking orders for peaches. Orders must be in by August 1, and peaches will be delivered mid-September. The cost is $32 per box and $17 per half-box.
Pastor Lee – is exploring methods of communication to best meet the needs of our congregation. Possibilities are: e-mail, text, Facebook, written, etc. She plans to send a trial survey to members of Ad Council as a starting point.
She is interested in funding available to bring in an author to meet with a men’s group
as a possible beginning of an ongoing men’s Bible study.
Pastor Lee is encouraging us to go door to door in the neighborhood to get to know our
neighbors and to listen to their needs, then to see what our church can do to address those needs.
Financial Updates – Becky had the monthly report, a comparison of where we were a year ago compared to where we are now, and a listing of line items and the balances in those accounts. There is a
total of about $24,000 that has been budgeted that has not yet been use this year. Those pages are
attached.
Bulletin Proposal – a single sheet outlining the church service and listing important announcements is
suggested for trial.
What are the 3-5 things we think are most important for the EUMC to accomplish going forward?
Partnering with our youth and other youth programs in the community to be more effective and
not to duplicate services
Being more effective in outreach during our Wonderful Wednesdays
Obtaining the names of new people to the community so we can extend a welcome and an invitation to them
Finding the communications piece that is best for our congregation and community
Joyce closed with prayer.
Next meeting – August 12, 2021

Respectfully submitted, Joyce Orcutt

Eldridge United
Methodist Church

FRIDAY, August 13
8:00am-5:00pm
&

2021

SATURDAY, August 14
8:00am-Noon
(Half Price Sale)
Would you like to help? Here’s a couple great ways:
* DONATE ITEMS! Please think of the sale if you have one item or numerous items.
Clean, usable items of everything from clothing, household goods, furniture to tools
* ATTEND! Find ‘just the thing’. Grab a bargain. Mingle with friends & neighbors.

PRICING & DELIVERY DETAILS:
* Each person is to price all their
miscellaneous items (household
items, furniture, tools, etc.).
* For nicer clothing and books,
please mark with a fair price.
* You do not need to individually
price clothing, shoes & books if
you’re OK with our standard prices
listed in the “guidelines” to the right:
* Between Aug 9-12, the church
will be open from 8:30am-8:00pm
for you to bring your items. PLEASE
place clothing & items on marked
tables in the sanctuary & side classrooms.

PRICING GUIDELINES
CLOTHING
Blouses, tops & shirts
Sweaters & sweatshirts
Shorts
Pants & Slacks
Jeans
Skirts
Dresses
2-piece Outfits
Sleepers & PJ's
Shoes/Boots
Coats (light weight)
Coats (heavy)

ADULT / CHILDREN
$2.00
$2.50
$1.50
$2.00
$4.00
$2.00
$4.00
$5.00
$1.50
$3.00
$3.00
$5.00

BOOKS
Hardback $.75
Paperback $.50
Magazines $.10

For more details or clarification,
call Judy Kilzer at 563-285-8157

$1.00
$1.50
$ .75
$1.00
$2.00
$1.00
$2.00
$4.00
$ .75
$2.00
$1.00
$3.00

we’re praying for you . . .










The family of STEPHANIE (ALBERTSON) PERSHING — 48 yr. old niece of CJ Albertson who passed away
last week after a 25 year fight with Common Variable Immuno-Deficiency. She leaves behind a loving
husband and two wonderful young adult children.
BEA ABBAS had an angiogram on Friday & is now the proud owner of 2 new stents. She is doing well. &
appreciates everyone’s thoughts in prayers.
DENNIS EUDALEY was back in the hospital this week with fluid in his lungs after his heart attack. He is
home and feeling much better. Also, DONNA EUDALEY continues to struggles with back pain and postponed solutions (or lack of them…)
KEN FORDHAM is home and recovering nicely from his recent orthopedic surgery.
JOHN NEILSON has had a couple weeks off from his infusion therapy but will begin again next week in
Iowa City. His cancer is responding well to the treatments with a significant shrinking of the tumors.
GLENDENA HEIMAN is home and recovering from hip replacement surgery last week.
NANCY HERRIN stopped in the office this week to return some dishes and say “thank you” for everyones’ prayers, calls, visits and food deliveries. She is using a cane but ambulating on her own. She continues in physical therapy.

DATE

HOSTS

LITURGIST

PIANIST

TREATS

8/1

Crain Family

Joyce Orcutt

Kathy

Doonans / Janalee Keppy

8/8

Dan & Becky Esbaum

Paula Bryant

Sally

Sara Sack / CJ & Shirley

8/15

Muhs Family

Dan Esbaum

CJ

Sondra Bulazo / Joyce Orcutt

8/22

Mike & Vicki Shaw

Rheta Allen

Linda

Crains / Shaws

8/29

Bryants / Rickards

Linda Tubbs

Kathy

Carol Haugland / Judy Kilzer

